In countries with a high level of corruption in education, the consequences can be devastating. 

The most serious consequence is perhaps the fact that young people become familiar with corruption at a very early stage. This will shape their ethical values and their behaviour. In the worst case, they will see corruption as the norm at all levels of society. 

Corruption in education means that graduates with weak professional qualifications will enter the labour market. 

The result is very predictable: The development of the country slows down. More corruption means less economic growth and welfare. 

Research on the link between corruption and economic growth shows that a country which improves its standing on the corruption perception index of Transparency International by say, 2 points, will have 4 per cent more investments, and - most important for us here today - half a percent of GNP more spending on education. So if Macedonia improved its score from today’s 3.3 to 4.3, it would perhaps spend 10 million euro more on education.

In the fight against corruption, the first barrier to overcome is the belief that the corruption is too widespread, that there is no hope of a change for the better. However, in many countries we have seen that the fight against corruption can be successful if there are favourable economic and political conditions which support reform, such as transparency, a free press, and an active civil society. 
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