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Welcome to the Global Forum 

 
Dear participants, 

We are pleased to welcome you to the Global Forum on Illicit Financial Flows and 

Sustainable Development. The Global Forum is a series of conferences that address the 

achievement of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Target 16.4, 

the reduction of illicit financial flows (IFFs).  

The first iteration of the Forum will be co-hosted by the German Federal Ministry for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and the Norwegian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs (MFA) in cooperation with the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH. The conference will take place virtually on the 02 and 03 

September 2020, 14:00-18:00 CEST (UTC +2).  

The Forum aims to establish an international dialogue across stakeholders, countries, 

regions, and sectors exploring the following question: 

How can policies and measures to combat IFFs have the greatest possible impact on the 

advancement of SDG Target 16.4 without adversely affecting other goals of the sustainable 

development agenda? 

We are delighted to announce that ministers of the hosting countries, the FATF 

presidency and over 50 internationally renowned experts and policy makers will share 

their view on the relevance of combating Illicit Financial Flows (IFFs) for reaching the SDGs.  

The Forum’s findings, proposals and ideas will be documented so that they can be 

disseminated to relevant actors in international fora such as the Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF) or the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) to set impulses for 

policy discussions. 

  



How to participate in the Global Forum  

 

The Global Forum will provide an innovative virtual 

experience that is accessible from any location in the world. 

The conference will take place on the GIZ Event App. You 

can access the virtual event platform via web browser by 

clicking on the link, logging in and entering the event code 

GFIFF2020.  

 

 

Via the menu on the left side of the homepage 

you can access the agenda. Here, you will find 

a schedule of the event including all sessions, 

descriptions, speakers, and virtual rooms. The 

Global Forum entails the following virtual 

rooms: the auditorium, the five thematic 

tracks as well as the coffee corner and active 

breaks. 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to enter one of the virtual 

rooms, click on the respective session in the 

agenda. You will find a link that will direct you to 

a Video-Livestream in an external Microsoft 

(MS) Teams room. Here, you can listen to the 

speakers and engage in the discussions. An 

alternative is to click on the icons of the virtual 

rooms further below, which also contain the 

respective MS Teams link. 

 

  

https://giz.plazz.net/#splashscreen.html


The auditorium is the main stage of the conference. This room features the keynote 

speakers, which are presented in the auditorium outline. The auditorium will discuss the 

overarching theme of the conference: 

 

Auditorium: Connecting the Fight against IFF with the Development Agenda 

To explore the multifaceted connection between the fight against IFFs and sustainable 

development, the Global Forum will cover the following thematic tracks: 

 

1. IFFs in the digital age: Threats and opportunities for developing countries. 

 
2. De-risking: Balancing regulation and financial inclusion. 

 

3. Shrinking space: Impact of counter-terrorism financing policies on civil 

society. 

 

4. Global asset recovery: Responsibilities of developed and developing 

countries. 

 

5. Rethinking participation: The inclusive development and evaluation of 

international standards. 

Each thematic track will include several technical workshops. Check the description of the 

technical workshops in the GIZ Event App to know more about the content. 

The auditorium will open and close the conference. In-between, the different technical 

workshops will take place simultaneously. Among lively thematic discussions you will have 

the opportunity to network with other participants over a virtual coffee or recharge your 

energy through an active break. Moreover, on both days the conference will be closed with 

a live music performance of musicians from Mozambique and Malawi. Hence, you can 

assemble your own agenda based on your interests. 

For a detailed description of the virtual rooms and time slots, please check the event 

schedule and the map of the virtual area. 

Finally, if you need any kind of assistance before or during the conference, please do not 

hesitate to contact us via the online helpdesk. Our team will be available throughout the 

conference to support you. We are available via: 

E-Mail: IFF-Forum@giz.de  

Telephone: +49 30 338424-628 

 

mailto:IFF-Forum@giz.de
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https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2I1Y2U0MTAtNWJhYi00MTk2LWIzMWQtNTI0NmJiYmMyZjZl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%225bbab28c-def3-4604-8822-5e707da8dba8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22e102fe3f-705e-4928-aa92-322d7c09cd9e%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZTA0MjhlNzUtN2JlZC00NWJjLWE5MTctOWMyZmFjNzVkZTkz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%225bbab28c-def3-4604-8822-5e707da8dba8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22e102fe3f-705e-4928-aa92-322d7c09cd9e%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTc4OTVlZDQtYWNlNC00YjQzLWE2MTctYmEzMjBmNGFhMTNl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%225bbab28c-def3-4604-8822-5e707da8dba8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22e102fe3f-705e-4928-aa92-322d7c09cd9e%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NTNiMmZkNmItYzg0MS00ZWUyLThiOTQtMGFkYzJhOTFjYmU5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%225bbab28c-def3-4604-8822-5e707da8dba8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22e102fe3f-705e-4928-aa92-322d7c09cd9e%22%7d


 

Event Schedule 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

02.09.2020 – DAY ONE 

 

03.09.2020 – DAY TWO 

Time 14.00  15.00  16:00  17:00   18.00 
Pre-

Event 
14.00  15.00 16.00  17.00  18.00 

Auditorium 
14:00-
14:05 

Conference 
opening 

14:05-
14:45 

Welcoming 
remarks 

and 
keynote 

speeches 

14:45-15:30 
Opening panel: 
combating illicit 

financial flows for 
achieving the 2030 

agenda 

15:30-15:45 
Pitches of the 
five thematic 
tracks of the 
conference: 

What can you 
expect? 

    

17:45-
18:00 

Summary 
Day One & 

Outlook 

18:00-
19:00 

Live Music: 
Matchume 

Zango 

 

14:00-
14:30 

Opening 
Day Two 
Interview 

with Oliver 
Bullough 

    

16:30-16:45 
Key take-
aways of 
the five 

thematic 
tracks 

16:45-17:45 
Closing panel: How to 
ensure a development-
sensitive approach in 

combating IFFs? 

18:00-
19:00 

Live Music: 
Faith 

Mussa 

Digital 

     
16:00-17:30 

Digitalization: Relationship and impact in combating 
money laundering and financing of terrorism 

    

14:45-16:15 
Strengthening states in the use of digitalization to 
fight money laundering, tax evasion and financing 

of terrorism 

    

De-risking 

     
15:55 -16:30 

The effects of de-risking on 
sustainable development 

16:45-17:45 
Inclusive integrity for 

sustainable development 

    

14:30-15:20 
Can FATF standards 

promote financial 
inclusion for all? 

15:30-16:30 
Countering de-risking: 

Emerging solutions 

    

Shrinking Space 

     15:45-17:15 
Illicit financial flows and their impact on civil society 

    14:40-16:00 
Building bridges and partnerships 

     

Global Asset 
Recovery 

     

15:45-16:50 
Finding stolen assets: The 
role of transparency and 
proactive measures in 
developed countries 

17:00-18:00 
Facilitating sustainable 

development in 
Mozambique through 

asset recovery 

    

14:30-15:30 
Third-party returns: The 

role of international 
organisations 

15:35-16:30 
EU human rights and 

anti-corruption 
sanctions 

    

Rethinking 
Participation 

     

15:55-16:40 
Shifting landscapes: Why 
rethinking participation is 

now more topical than ever 

     
14:30-15:15 

New ways of participation 
for the Global South 

15:30– 16:15 
Complex challenges, 

complex solutions: How 
to enhance participation 

in international 
standards 

    

Coffee-corners & 
Active breaks 

     
15:45-16:15 
Active break: 

Breathing 

16:15-17:45 
Virtual Networking over a cup of coffee 

 

18:00-
18:30 

Feedback 
to 

organizers 

13:30-
14:00 

Active start: 
Stress 

resilience 

  

15:00-
15:30 
Active 
break: 
Body 

awareness 

14:30-16:30 
Virtual Networking over 

a cup of coffee 
    

Announcements Remarks and pitches Panel debate Technical workshop Entertainment Active break Coffee-corners 

Please click on the 
icons to enter the 
virtual rooms and 
join the sessions! 
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Map of the Virtual Area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Auditorium 

 

 

Digital 
 

 
De-risking 

 

 

Rethinking 

participation 
 

 
 

Shrinking 

Space 
 

 

De-risking: Balancing regulation and financial inclusion 

Financial service providers are the gatekeepers of the financial system. They 
play an important role in preventing its misuse by criminals who look for 
opportunities to hide and launder the proceeds of their crimes. The regulations 
are strict, the stakes and the costs of ensuring compliance are high. The risk: 
People and businesses losing their access to finance because banks and 
innovative payment providers limit their services. An effect that particularly 
affects developing countries. 

In this track, we will explore how we can balance regulation and the associated 
costs with the objective of financial inclusion. How can policies and measures 
to promote financial integrity and financial inclusion can even be mutually 
reinforcing? How can we strengthen detection and reporting of dirty money and 
still ensure a global financial connectivity that allows, for example, migrants to 
send remittances and enterprises to trade? 

You will leave this track with an increased understanding of how counter-IFF 
policies can lead to financial exclusion and new ideas on how to achieve a 
balanced approach. 

Rethinking participation: The inclusive development and 
evaluation of international standards  

The landscape of international standards relevant to combating IFF is 
remarkably vast. Yet they usually share a number joint of features: 
They affect a range of different policy areas simultaneously, they 
affect a large variety of stakeholders and they have a vast impact 
sometimes beyond their regional scope. In comparison, procedures 
for their design and national implementation seem less encompassing. 

This thematic track will explore the participatory dimension of the 
international regulatory regimes highlight scrutinise its impact on 
sustainable development. The track will try to answer the question 
whether changes are necessary to ensure that the perspectives of all 
regions and sectors are duly considered and the impact of the regimes 
on sustainable development is thoroughly understood? 

Shrinking space: Impact of counter terrorism financing 
policies on civil society. 

Civil society organisations are usually the first to come and the last 
to leave. They are the vanguard of sustainable development and 
sustainable development will not be achieved without them. 

At the same time, there is a legitimate risk of abuse of NPOs to 
finance illicit activities and thus various frameworks apply as risk 
mitigation. 

In this room, we will discuss how it can be ensured that civil society 
is not unnecessarily burdened by regulation, either accidentally, or 
purposefully, through the application of international standards. 

 

Auditorium: Connecting the Fight against IFF with the Development Agenda 
 

The Auditorium is the main stage of the conference. In this room, the conference 
will be opened and closed, and it will feature the main keynote speeches and 
panels. 

In the Auditorium, we will discuss the overarching question of the conference: “How 
can policies and measures to combat IFFs have the greatest possible impact on 
the advancement of SDG Target 16.4 without adversely affecting other goals of the 
sustainable development agenda?” 

The Auditorium will also collate the discussions and key recommendations from the 
five thematic tracks to set impulses for future policy discussions. 

 

Coffee corner and active breaks 

Virtual conference = no networking? Not at all! Just visit our 
coffee corner and meet new interesting people from around 
the world. Get yourself a drink, click on the link provided in 
the conference website and start a spontaneous 
conversation with a small group of people.  

Feeling a bit stressed by the virtual world? Then participate 
in one of our active breaks to recharge. 

Coffee-corners 

& Active breaks 
 

 

Global asset recovery: Responsibilities of developed and 
developing countries. 

This track focuses on global asset recovery and particularly on the 
responsibilities of developed countries. As the recovery and return of 
stolen assets has been recognized as an important step in fighting and 
preventing IFFs as well as achieving sustainable development, it is 
explicitly mentioned in SDG Target 16.4. 

In the past decade, the role of international financial centers in the 
Global North as safe havens for IFFs has been increasingly discussed 
in the global community. The debate between key stakeholders 
includes issues revolving around measures that prevent the flow of dirty 
money from the South to the North, as well as better ways to 

collaborate with developing countries when recovering assets hidden in 
the Global North. 

Hence, this Track will explore recent developments in this field by 
presenting case studies, best practices and lessons learned from the 
different phases of asset recovery and IFF prevention. The reflection on 
the links between asset recovery and sustainable development and on 
the role of countries of the Global North will be an overarching theme.  

Helpdesk:  

Need any kind of support before or 
during the conference? Our virtual 
helpdesk will be open during the whole 
conference! We are available via  

IFF-Forum@giz.de 

+49 30 338424-628 

Global Asset 

Recovery 
 

 

IFF in the digital age: Threats and opportunities for developing countries 

In this room, we will explore how to fight IFFs in an era of rapidly maturing 
technology. Criminals increasingly use virtual assets, like Bitcoin, to transfer and 
launder illegal funds. This provokes the question: How can governments 
effectively regulate this sector and how to trace and confiscate 
cryptocurrencies? And how can civil society and investigative journalists support 
the tracing of dirty money in the virtual space?  

The sessions in this room will also showcase how digital tools such as artificial 
intelligence can help to make detection of IFFs more effective. Focusing 
analytical capacities on the transactions that matter holds an especially high 
potential for resource constraint countries. At the same time, it is important to 
check the adequacy of new digital tools and to balance security and the rights 
for privacy. 

You will leave this room with an increased understanding of the risks and 
opportunities of digitalization in the fight against IFFs. 

 

Helpdesk 

 

? 
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Outline of the Auditorium 

 

Day One: 02. September 

Welcome to the conference (Start 14:00) 

 

Moderator: Melinda Crane, Chief Political Correspondent Deutsche Welle 

Welcoming remarks by the hosts (14:05-14:20) 

 

Ine Eriksen Søreide 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

Norway 
 

Norbert Barthle  

Parliamentary Secretary of State 

Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 

Development, Germany 

Keynote speeches (14:20-14:45) 

 

Marcus Pleyer | President 

Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF) 
 

Thabo Mbeki | Former President of 

South Africa and Chair AU High Level 

Panel on IFF 

Opening Panel: Combating Illicit Financial Flows for achieving the 2030 Agenda 

(14:45 -15:30) 

 

Jean-Luc Lemahieu | Director 

Division for Policy Analysis and 

Public Affairs UNODC 
 

Wendy Lora | President Financial 

Action Task Force of Latin America 

(GAFILAT) 

 

Zayda Manatta | Head of the 

Global Forum on Tax 

Transparency, OECD 
 

Tom Neylan | Senior Policy Analyst – 

AML/CFT, FATF 

 

Slagjana Taseva | Chair 

Transparency International North 

Macedonia 

 

Pitches of the five thematic tracks of the conference (15:30 -15:45) 

IFFs in the digital age: Esteban Fullin, Executive Secretary Financial Action Task Force of Latin America 

De-risking | John Symington, Owner and Director Compliance & Risk Resources 

Shrinking space | Nikica Kusinikova, Executive Director Konekt 

Global asset recovery | Christoph Trautvetter | Tax Justice Network Germany  

Rethinking participation | Gabriela Pellón, Researcher focused on how AML/CFT regulations affect 

NGOs 

 

Technical sessions in five thematic tracks | See event schedule 

(15:45-17:45) 



 

Summary Day One & Outlook (17:45-18:00) 

 

Moderator: Melinda Crane, Chief Political Correspondent Deutsche Welle 

End Day One (18:00-19:00) 

Live Music: Matchume Zango (Mozambique) 

 

Day Two: 03. September 

Opening Day Two (14:00-14:30) 

Interview with Oliver Bullough | Journalist, Author of Moneyland 

Interviewer: Mareike Müller | Journalist Handelsblatt 

 

Technical sessions in five thematic tracks | See event schedule 

(14:30-16:30) 

 

Key takeaways of the five thematic tracks: What did we learn? (16:30-16:45) 

IFFs in the digital age | Esteban Fullin, Executive Secretary Financial Action Task Force of Latin America  

De-risking | John Symington, Owner and Director Compliance & Risk Resources 

Shrinking space | Nikica Kusinikova, Executive Director Konekt 

Global asset recovery | Agatino Camarda, Founder Civil Forum for Asset Recovery 

Rethinking participation | Gabriela Pellón, Researcher focused on how AML/CFT regulations affect NGOs 

Closing Panel: How to ensure a development-sensitive approach in combating 
IFFs? (16:45-18:00) 

 

Yeo Dossina 

Head of Economic Policy & Research 

unit African Union Commission 

 

Francisca Fernando 

Counsel Financial Integrity Unit 

IMF 

 

Alvin Mosioma 

Executive Director Tax Justice Network 

Africa 
 

Benedicte Schilbred Fasmer  

Member of the FACTI Panel, Group 

Vice President for the insurance 

company Fremtind 

 

Melissa Tullis | Senior official Division 

for Policy Analysis and Public Affairs 

UNODC 

  

End of the conference (18:00-19:00) 
Live Music: Faith Mussa (Malawi) 

 



 

Code of Conduct in a Virtual Conference 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report unacceptable behaviour: 

If you are subject to or witness (sexual) harassment, intimidation,  

bullying or discrimination in any form, please notify the hosts. 

Any action that violates the principles of integrity, respect and responsibility  

is asked to be reported. 

Ensure respectful, considerate, and gender-sensitive behaviour:  

Refrain from demeaning, discriminatory, or harassing behaviour and speech. 

Be mindful of your fellow participants. Respect the opinions and abilities of others. 

Participate in an authentic and active way.  

Upon joining the videoconference, listen first before speaking 

Listen as much—or more—than you speak and give full consideration to all ideas. 

Mute your microphone when you do not intend to speak:  

Please mute your microphone unless you are speaking. This is to cut out  

any slight movement, errant breathing, or other noises that could cause  

distraction or interruption. If you are conducting your video conference  

from home, consider using a space where you are alone. 

Check your audio and video settings before joining the conference: 

Before joining the videoconference: Please get familiar with audio/video equipment 

to determine the best placement and learn how to operate it successfully. 

Have a good microphone in place and a camera that you switch on if 

your Wi-Fi allows it. The camera should be far enough from you so that 

your upper body can be seen (hand gestures). 

Avoid distractions and multitasking:  

Similarly, to the real world, effective dialogue needs people to direct their 

full focus on the issues at hand. 

Please close other apps and/or browser tabs when using a computer and 

turn off notifications. When using a cell phone, do not send text messages or 

make phone calls at the same time. 

Turn off televisions, radios and any other audio-visual distractions. 

Promote teamwork, empowerment, and innovation: 

The aim in hosting the Global Forum is to build a stronger community.  

Our goal is to create an environment where everyone feels welcome to  

participate, engage in conversation, speak up and ask questions. 

This requires a harassment free and inclusive environment that recognizes  

the inherent worth of every participant and supports each other. 

 

Switch off your camera if you are not speaking: 

Please turn off your camera if you are not speaking to give speakers the floor and 

to reduce connectivity problems. Please only switch on your camera  

while speaking (watch your background). As in offline reality, human basics 

such as eye-contact, respect and clear speech are important parts of 

whole-person conversations that are meaningful and reach results. 

Raise your hand if you intend to speak:  

If you would like to take the floor, please indicate so in the chat room.  

In MS Teams, you can virtually raise your hand by clicking on the hand  

Symbol in the centre of the screen. 

The moderator will let you know when it is your turn.  


