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Introduction

In 2021 Transparency International Macedonia
has marked 15 year anniversary of its existence
and gained its fourth reaccreditation as a
member of the global coalition for the fight
against corruption Transparency International
which represents national movement with over
100 national chapters in the world.

Additionally, Transparency International
Macedonia has once more proved its
commitment for the fight against corruption and
adopting good policies that contribute to key
reforms in the political and social sphere, as well
as an increased awareness among citizens about
corruption and whistleblowing as proactive
initiative that strengthens the fight against
corruption.

There were eight projects that were implemented
and were started that will continue to be
implemented throughout 2022: Assessment for
Vulnerability to corruption in the state
institutions and authorities for physical planning,
urbanism and construction, Advocacy on
implementation of whistleblowing legislation in
North Macedonia, Empowering Citizens to Detect
and Act against Corruption through Advocacy and
Legal Advice Centres in Southeastern Europe,
Promotion of Common Values Across Europe,
regional project - Combating Illicit Financial
Flows, “How the Anti Money Laundering
Regulations Respect the Data Protection

Ending Impunity for Grand Corruption in
Western Balkans and Turkey, Strengthening
Institutional Capacities in the Fight against
Corruption.
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https://transparency.mk/en/project/assessment-for-vulnerability-to-corruption-in-the-state-institutions-and-authorities-for-physical-planning-urbanism-and-construction/
https://transparency.mk/en/project/advocacy-on-implementation-of-whistleblowing-legislation-in-north-macedonia/
https://transparency.mk/en/project/empowering-citizens-to-detect-and-act-against-corruption-through-advocacy-and-legal-advice-centres-in-southeastern-europe/
https://transparency.mk/en/project/promotion-of-common-values-across-europe/
https://transparency.mk/en/project/combating-illicit-financial-flows-how-the-anti-money-laundering-regulations-respect-the-data-protection/
https://transparency.mk/en/project/ending-impunity-for-grand-corruption-in-western-balkans-and-turkey/
https://transparency.mk/en/project/strengthening-institutional-capacities-in-the-fight-against-corruption/

Project: Empowering

Citizens to Detect and Act

against Corruption through Advocacy and Legal
Advice Centres in Southeastern Europe
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The project aims at supporting
citizens in speaking up against
corruption by providing legal advice
and support. More than 15 years, the
ALAC's of Transparency International
encourage citizens and organizations
to report corruption and support
them in seeking justice. The Advocacy
and Legal Advice Centers are active
in 59 countries, present across all
continents and have worked on more
than 250 000 cases and reports since
2003.

The project’s objective is to strengthen democratic
governance through active citizens' participation in
the fight against corruption to assess the
effectiveness and accountability of the government
and to contribute to systemic improvements of the
policies and practices.

More specifically, the project aims to:

e Empower victims and witnesses of corruption to
seek redress for their grievances;

e Engage in strategic advocacy to bring about
systemic improvements (legal, administrative and
institutional) in the fight against corruption.

e Strengthen the ability and willingness of
institutions to receive and act upon corruption-
related complaints and preventative framework.

e Provide high quality service to ALAC clients and
improve the ability of project partners to capture
and communicate impact



https://transparency.mk/en/project/empowering-citizens-to-detect-and-act-against-corruption-through-advocacy-and-legal-advice-centres-in-southeastern-europe/

Within the framework important objectives were achieved: Recommendations and
comments for improving the Code for Administrative Employees in regards
standards of ethics and rules of behavior of the administrative officials, thus
improvement of the public administration, Contribution for the implementation of
the Government “Action 21” in the part for improving whistleblowers' protection in
the country to be in line with the Law on Protection of Whistleblowers, as well as
the continuous legal advices to the citizens in the Centre for legal assistance with
the legal team in TI-Macedonia.

Marking the 2021 International Whistleblowers' Day there was a successfully
resolved case published from the legal advice centre on the Transparency
International blog available on the following link: https://bit.ly/3chJWbO
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https://bit.ly/3chJWbO

Meetings, webinars and conferences

Slagjana Taseva, Chair of TI-Macedonia was a panelist at the 2021
Anti-Corruption Special Session of the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGASS 2021), which was held from 2 - 4 June and where
she stated that: "No matter how much success is achieved in
different fronts until now it is our collective work that will define
the chances for a fair and sustainable future.
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The publishing of the CPI results for 2020 and the low position for Macedonia on the
111/180 place with 35 points in comparison with the past years has attracted the
attention of the Government and the Deputy Prime Minister in charge of fight against
corruption and crime, sustainable development and human resources who has
confirmed the commitment of the Government in the fight against corruption and the

cooperation with TI-Macedonia in this regard.
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Among the more important meetings in 2021 was the meeting
with the German ambassador in Macedonia H.E. Anke Holstein
who has confirmed the support and commitment of Germany in
the work of TI-Macedonia in the fight against corruption.

Anke Holstein &
@GermanAmbSkopje

Thank you
#transparencyinternational e
for the interesting exchange.
B8 will continue supporting
your important work in
fighting corruption and

impunity.
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Regional Project: Combating Illicit Financial Flows,
“How the Anti Money Laundering Regulatlons
Respect the Data Protection”

Thisz is the first regional project on Anti Money
Laundering VE. Data Protection conducted @
between the four countries: North Macedonia.
Albania, Hosovo and Montenegro. The
objective of the project is to provide
assessment of the national legal and = _ o
institutional approximation of each country
W with the 4th and 5th European Union AML
Y Directives. It is supported by GIZ as =
commissioned by the Federal Ministry for
Economic cooperation and development of
| Germany and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Norway. The project has begun on 1st of i =
" December 2020, and will last until May 31st '
2021.

The project team is compaosed of two exparts from sach

ane of the four countries, one who will be reflecting on

Anti Money Leundering, and another one who will be

flecti on Data Protection provisi The ion on how the Anti
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There will be 4 national reports and a final regicnal report
that will be p d to the authorities and will
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v of Foreign Affalrs of Norway

The project Combating lllicit Financial Flows, “How the Anti Money
Laundering Regulations Respect the Data Protection has been implemented
in the period starting from 1 December 2020 and it is the first regional
project of this kind implemented between North Macedonia, Albania,
Montenegro, and Kosovo supported by GIZ Deutsche Gesellschaft fur
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, as commissioned by the Federal
Ministry for Economic cooperation and development of Germany and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Norway.

The project resulted with Assessment of the national legal and institutional
approximation with the 4th and 5th EU AML directives with the focus on data
protection in the AML/CFT regulations in Albania, Kosovo, North Macedonia
and Montenegro. The publications is available on: https://bit.ly/3cjefyM



https://bit.ly/3cjefyM
https://transparency.mk/project/regionalen-proekt-borba-protiv-nezakonskite-tekovi-kako-regulativite-protiv-perenje-pari-se-usoglasuvaat-so-zashtitata-na-podatoci/
https://transparency.mk/en/project/combating-illicit-financial-flows-how-the-anti-money-laundering-regulations-respect-the-data-protection/

Project: Advocacy on implementation of
whistleblowing legislation in North
Macedonia

In October 2021 the project Advocacy on implementation of
whistleblowing legislation in North Macedonia began to be
implemented whose primary objective is to impact the
proper practical implementation of the whistleblowers
legislation through providing continuity in the cooperation
with the relevant institutions, raising citizens' awareness and
updating the interactive web-platform for whistleblowers
https://ukazuvac.mk/

Project: Objectives of the project
Advocacy on

implementation of
whistleblowing

Iegislation in Strengthening institutional cooperation
: for effective implementation of the
NOI’th MECEdOHIa whistleblowers' legislation
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HiIEE o r wav North Macedonia®, financially supported by the Balkan Trust for Morwegian Embassy, the Balkan Trust for

Democracy, a project of the German Marshall Fund of the United Democracy, the German Marshall Fund of the
States, and the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Belgrade. United States, or its partners.



https://transparency.mk/en/project/advocacy-on-implementation-of-whistleblowing-legislation-in-north-macedonia/
https://ukazuvac.mk/

Within the framework of this project a publication was produced that
includes the Law on Protection of Whistleblowers in Macedonia, Rulebook
about Protected Internal and External Reporting, other legal acts, as well
as the EU Directive for Whistleblowers' Protection. The publication began
to be disseminated in all public institutions on the territory of Macedonia
that have or have not appointed an official person for protected internal
reporting with the aim to inform the institutions about the legal
obligation in this regard - to appoint an official for receiving reports from
whistleblowers and about the start of the project.
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Within the framework of the project two videos were produced that were
aimed at informing the public about the Law on Protection on
Whistleblowers and where and how to report irregularities.




Project: Strengthening Institutional Capacities
In the Fight against Corruption

The project that was implemented within the USAID Civic Engagement
Project in the period between June 2020 - July 2021 and has contributed
to strengthening of the rule of law, transparency and cooperation
between institutions, providing technical support and strengthening the
capacities and cooperation between the State Commission for
Prevention of Corruption and the State Audit Office as well as the
supervisory bodies and the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors
that trains the future judges and public prosecutors as institutions
responsible for conducting investigations and processing cases.

Within the framework of the project a final conference was organized on which the project
results were presented. The speakers at the conference were: Ms. Slagjana Taseva, Chair of
Transparency International-Macedonia, Mr. Ljupco Nikolovski, Deputy Prime Minister in
charge of fight against corruption and crime, sustainable development and human resources,
Mr. Goran Lazarevski, Director of the USAID Civic Engagement Project, Drago Kos, Chair of
OECD Working Group on Bribery, Mr. Vlado Georgiev, Member of the State Commission for
Prevention of Corruption, Prof. Natasha Gaber Damjanovska, Director of the Academy for
Judges and Public Prosecutors.



https://transparency.mk/en/project/strengthening-institutional-capacities-in-the-fight-against-corruption/

Project: Assessment for Vulnerability to
corruption in the state institutions and
authorities for physical planning, urbanism
and construction

Transparency International Macedonia through its ongoing work for the
needs of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption assessed that
the sectors that are mostly vulnerable to corruption and conflict of
interests are urbanism, physical planning and construction. In cooperation
with  EWMI in Skopje, Transparency International Macedonia has
conducted a comprehensive and methodological risk assessment for
vulnerability to corruption in the state institutions and authorities for
physical planning, urbanism and construction.

The project: "Assessment for vulnerability
to corruption in the state institutions and
authorities for physical planning,

urbanism and construction” seeks to . 1. Identified vulnerabilities for corruption in the
field of urbanism, physical planning and

construction and responsible institutions by an

advance good governance and rule of law

by achieving the following two objectives: |
~ extensive and comprehensive analysis of the legal

framework and provided risk assessment.

| 2 Strengthened capacities of the key actors in the
prevention of corruption and conflict of interests by
' providing recommendations for minimization and
mitigation of risks for corruption and methodology for
monitoring of their implementation.



https://transparency.mk/en/project/assessment-for-vulnerability-to-corruption-in-the-state-institutions-and-authorities-for-physical-planning-urbanism-and-construction/

During 2021, especially in the beginning of the year an online campaign was
promoted through infographics and informational content in regards to
transparency and accountability by the governments in regards to the vaccines
against COVID-19 virus.

Ask your government five simple questions:

1.Which vaccines has your government
acquired?
2.How many doses of each vaccine have been
secured?
3.When will the vaccines be delivered to
everyone in your country? When will you be
vaccinated and which one will you get?
4 4.How much is your government paying for a
dose of each vaccine?
5.Does your government have a single
website with all information about the
COVID-19 vaccines, including timelines,
coverage, financial resources and contracts?

A

TRANSPARENCY ;
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the global coalition against corruption

Regarding this campaign online articles
were published and a campaign was
promoted for temporarily suspending
intellectual property protection on
COVID-19 vaccines and treatment.




Project: Ending Impunity for Grand Corruption
in Western Balkans and Turkey

Within the framework of this project grand corruption cases were researched
and tailor made laws that were enabling the rule of corruption instead the
rule of law. This project was implemented with the Transparency
International Secretariat and partners from Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Kosovo, Albania and Turkey and was supported by the European
Union.

A publication was produced that gives an overview of the circumstances
related with grand corruption cases and tailor-made laws. The goal of this
project was to contribute to reduction of the adoption of this type of law and
to direct the public's attention to the need for punishment for such acts.
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https://transparency.mk/en/project/ending-impunity-for-grand-corruption-in-western-balkans-and-turkey/

Project: Promotion of Common Values Across Europe

Within the framework of the project that began to be implemented since April
2020 until May 2021 many activities were implemented. The overall objective of
the project was to promote the EU values such as rule of law, democracy,
transparency, freedom of the media, equality and solidarity among the Eastern
European countries and the candidate countries. Additionally, the project
encouraged the inclusion of the citizens in the democratic processes on a local,
national and international level.

A photo contest was organized for a best photograph that illustrates the
European values within which 10 photographs were received out of which 3
photographs were winning photos that received prizes.



https://transparency.mk/en/project/promotion-of-common-values-across-europe/
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